AMENDED IN ASSEMBLY MARCH 28, 2014

CALIFORNIA LEGISLATURE—2013—14 REGULAR SESSION

ASSEMBLY BILL No. 1878

Introduced by Assembly Member Stone

February 19, 2014

An act to amend Sections 48853.5, 49076, 49085, and 51101 of the
Education Code, to amend Section 1529.2 of the Health and Safety
Code, and to amend Sections 102, 361, 10601.2, 16010.6, 16206,
16501.1, and 16501.5 of, and to add Sections 16010.7 and 16501.4 to,
the Welfare and Institutions Code, relating to foster care.

LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL’S DIGEST

AB 1878, as amended, Stone. Foster care: data.

(1) Existinglawrequireseach local educational agency to designate
a staff person as the educational liaison for foster children. Existing
law generally requires a local educational agency to allow a foster
child to continue his or her education in the school of origin for the
duration of the jurisdiction of the court at the initial detention or
placement, or any subsequent change in placement. Existing law
establishes provisions governing when and how a foster child may
moved from his or her school of origin and enrolled in a new school.

Thisbill would require, when a foster child is moved to a new school,
the liaison for the new school to notify appropriate administrative staff
and teachers within 5 school days that a student is in foster care for
the purpose of providing additional educational and supportive services
to improve the educational outcomes of the child, as specified.

The bill would also require a county office of education foster youth
servicesliaison to work collaboratively with hisor her respective county
welfare agencies and the juvenile courts to recruit and retain adults
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who are willing and able to volunteer to serve as educational rights
holdersfor childrenin foster care. The bill would require, no later than
July 1, 2015, and each year thereafter, the liaison to provide to the
presiding judge of the juvenile court a list of individuals who have
expressed an interest in becoming an educational rights holder for a
child in foster care. The bill would also require, no later than July 1,
2015, and each year thereafter, the liaison to develop and make
available to the county welfare agency a list containing the names and
contact information for all foster youth educational liaisonsserving in
local educational agencies in that county. By imposing a higher level
of service on county employees, the bill would impose a state-mandated
local program.

(2) Existing law prohibits a school district from permitting access
to pupil records without written parental consent or under judicial
order, except under specified circumstances, including to an agency
caseworker or other representative of a state or local child welfare
agency or tribal organization, as specified.

This bill would additionally prohibit the State Department of
Education from permitting access to those records without written
parental consent or under judicial order, except as specified. The bill
would also revise the circumstances under which an agency caseworker
or other representative of a state or local child welfare agency or tribal
organi zation may obtain accessto pupil records by requiring that access
be permitted upon request of that entity. The bill would also set forth
a related qualification regarding that access.

The bill would also require, no later than September 1, 2015, the
State Department of Education and the State Department of Social
Services, in consultation with specified entities, to develop a model
governance policy for local educational agencies, as defined, on the
use of educational information and data of studentsin foster care. The
bill would require, no later than January 1, 2016, each local educational
agency, at a regularly scheduled public hearing, to adopt a policy
governing the use of educational information and data of students in
foster care. By imposing a higher level of service on local entities, the
bill would impose a state-mandated local program.

(3) Existinglaw governstherightsof parents and guardians of pupils
enrolled in public schools, including theright to be informed on atimely
basis if their child is absent from school without permission and to
receive the results of their child’s performance on standardized tests
and statewide tests.
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Thisbill would make those provisions applicable to educational rights
holders.

(4) Existing law requires every licensed foster parent to complete a
minimum of 12 hours of foster parent training before the placement of
any foster children with the foster parent. Existing law requires that
training to cover specified subject matter, including an overview of the
child protective system and accessing education and health services.

This bill would increase that minimum training requirement to 30
hours. The bill would also require the training to include trauma
informed care and confidentiality and privacy rights and protections,
and would revise and recast other subjectsrelating to accessing health
and educational support services.

(5) Existing law establishes the Court-Appointed Special Advocate
program to provide volunteers to serve as court appointed child
advocatesfor dependent children injuvenile court proceedings. Existing
law also requires the Sate Department of Social Servicesto administer
a single statewide Child Welfare Services Case Management System
to minimize the administrative and systems barriers that inhibit the
effective provision of services to children and families. Existing law
also establishesthe Child Welfare Council to serve asan advisory body
responsible for improving the collaboration and processes of agencies
and courtsthat serve children and youth in the child welfare and foster
care systems.

This hill would authorize the juvenile court to appoint a
court-appointed special advocate as the educational rights holder for
a dependent child under specified circumstances and make a related
change. The bill would impose additional reporting and administrative
duties on the department relating to working collaboratively and sharing
information regarding foster youth. The bill would also require county
welfare agenciesto annually provide the names and contact information
for foster youth caseworkersto county offices of education foster youth
liaisons and foster youth educational services coordinatorson or before
July 1 of each year. The bill would require the Child Welfare Council
to develop amodel data and infor mation memorandum of under standing
in consultation with specified state and local public entitiesand private
organizations to facilitate the sharing of foster care information and
data, and to develop a related resource guide, as specified. The hill
would also require, no later than January 1, 2016, child welfare and
probation agencies, juvenile courts, and local educational agenciesin
each county to enter into memoranda of under standing for purposes of

98



AB 1878 —4—

enabling the sharing of foster care information and data, as specified.
The bill would impose additional duties on state and local entities
relating to foster care. By imposing a higher level of service on county
employees, the bill would impose a state-mandated local program.

The California Constitution requires the state to reimburse local
agencies and school districts for certain costs mandated by the state.
Satutory provisions establish procedures for making that
reimbur sement.

This bill would provide that, if the Commission on State Mandates
determines that the bill contains costs mandated by the state,
reimbursement for those costs shall be made pursuant to these statutory
provisions.

Vote: majority. Appropriation: no. Fiscal committee: ne-yes.
State-mandated local program: ne-yes.

The people of the Sate of California do enact as follows:

SECTION 1. Section 48853.5 of the Education Codeisamended
to read:

48853.5. (@) This section applies to a foster child. “Foster
child” means a child who has been removed from his or her home
pursuant to Section 309 of the Welfare and Institutions Code, is
the subject of a petition filed under Section 300 or 602 of the
Welfare and Institutions Code, or has been removed from his or
her home and is the subject of a petition filed under Section 300
or 602 of the Welfare and I nstitutions Code.

(b) Eachlocal educational agency shall designate a staff person
as the educational liaison for foster children. In a school district
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that operatesafoster children services program pursuant to Chapter
11.3 (commencing with Section 42920) of Part 24 of Division 3,
the educational liaison shall be affiliated with the local foster
children services program. The educational liaison shall do all of
the following:

(1) Ensure and facilitate the proper educational placement,
enrollment in school, and checkout from school of foster children.

(2) Assist foster children when transferring from one school to
another school or from one school district to another school district
in ensuring proper transfer of credits, records, and grades.

(c) If sodesignated by the superintendent of thelocal educational
agency, the educational liaison shall notify afoster child’s attorney
and the appropriate representative of the county child welfare
agency of pending expulsion proceedings if the decision to
recommend expulsionis adiscretionary act, pending proceedings
to extend a suspension until an expulsion decision is rendered if
the decision to recommend expulsion is a discretionary act, and,
if thefoster child isan individual with exceptional needs, pending
manifestation determinations pursuant to Section 1415(k) of Title
20 of the United States Code if the local educational agency has
proposed a change in placement due to an act for which the
decision to recommend expulsion is at the discretion of the
principal or the district superintendent of schools.

(d) This section does not grant authority to the educational
liaison that supersedesthe authority granted under state and federal
law to a parent or legal guardian retaining educational rights, a
responsible adult appointed by the court to represent the child
pursuant to Section 361 or 726 of the Welfare and Institutions
Code, asurrogate parent, or afoster parent exercising the authority
granted under Section 56055. The role of the educational liaison
isadvisory with respect to placement decisions and determination
of the school of origin.

(e) (1) Attheinitial detention or placement, or any subsequent
changein placement of afoster child, thelocal educational agency
serving the foster child shall allow the foster child to continue his
or her education in the school of origin for the duration of the
jurisdiction of the court.

(2) If the jurisdiction of the court is terminated before the end
of an academic year, the local educational agency shall alow a
former foster child who isin kindergarten or any of grades 1 to 8,
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inclusive, to continue his or her education in the school of origin
through the duration of the academic school year.

(3) (A) If the jurisdiction of the court is terminated while a
foster child isin high school, the local educational agency shall
allow the former foster child to continue his or her education in
the school of origin through graduation.

(B) For purposes of this paragraph, a school district is not
required to provide transportation to aformer foster child who has
an individualized education program that does not require
transportation as a related service and who changes residence but
remainsin his or her school of origin pursuant to this paragraph,
unlessthe individualized education program team determines that
transportation is a necessary related service.

(4) Toensurethat thefoster child hasthe benefit of matriculating
with his or her peers in accordance with the established feeder
patterns of school districts, if the foster child is transitioning
between school grade levels, the local educational agency shall
alow thefoster child to continuein the school district of originin
the same attendance area, or, if the foster child is transitioning to
a middle school or high school, and the school designated for
matriculation isin another school district, to the school designated
for matriculation in that school district.

(5) Paragraphs (2), (3), and (4) do not require a school district
to provide transportation services to alow afoster child to attend
aschool or school district, unless otherwise required under federal
law. This paragraph does not prohibit a school district from, at its
discretion, providing transportation servicesto allow afoster child
to attend a school or school district.

(6) The educational liaison, in consultation with, and with the
agreement of, the foster child and the person holding the right to
make educational decisions for the foster child, may recommend,
in accordance with the foster child's best interests, that the foster
child’sright to attend the school of origin be waived and the foster
child be enrolled in a public school that pupils living in the
attendance area in which the foster child resides are eligible to
attend.

(7) Before making a recommendation to move a foster child
from his or her school of origin, the educational liaison shall
provide the foster child and the person holding the right to make
educational decisionsfor thefoster child with awritten explanation
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stating the basis for the recommendation and how the
recommendation serves the foster child's best interest.

(8) (A) If theeducational liaison, in consultation with the foster
child and the person holding the right to make educationa decisions
for the foster child, agreesthat the best interests of the foster child
would best be served by his or her transfer to a school other than
the school of origin, the foster child shall immediately be enrolled
in the new school.

(B) The new school shall immediately enroll the foster child
even if the foster child has outstanding fees, fines, textbooks, or
other items or moneys due to the school last attended or is unable
to produce clothing or records normally required for enrollment,
such as previous academic records, medical records, including,
but not limited to, records or other proof of immunization history
pursuant to Chapter 1 (commencing with Section 120325) of Part
2 of Division 105 of the Health and Safety Code, proof of
residency, other documentation, or school uniforms.

(C) Within two business days of the foster child’s request for
enrolIment, the educational liaison for the new school shall contact
the school last attended by the foster child to obtain all academic
and other records. Thelast school attended by the foster child shall
provide all required records to the new school regardless of any
outstanding fees, fines, textbooks, or other items or moneys owed
to the school last attended. The educational liaison for the school
last attended shall provideall recordsto the new school within two
business days of receiving the request.

(D) Theliaison for the new school shall notify, within five school
days, appropriate administrative staff, including the foster youth
educational services coordinator, and teachers that a student is
in foster care for the purpose of providing additional educational
and supportive services to improve the educational outcomes of
the child. Disclosure of the foster care status of the child shall be
limited to only those staff and teachers who are directly involved
in providing instruction and educational support to the child.

(9) If adispute arises regarding the request of afoster child to
remain in the school of origin, the foster child has the right to
remain in the school of origin pending resolution of the dispute.
The dispute shall be resolved in accordance with the existing
dispute resolution process available to a pupil served by the local
educational agency.
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(10) Thelocal educationa agency and the county placing agency
are encouraged to collaborate to ensure maximum use of available
federa moneys, explore public-private partnerships, and access
any other funding sources to promote the well-being of foster
children through educational stability.

(11) (A) Itistheintent of the Legislature that this subdivision
shall not supersede or exceed other laws governing specia
education services for eligible foster children.

(B) Itistheintent of the Legidaturethat county welfare agencies
and local educational agencies work closely together in a
collaborative manner to help provide for and improve the
educational outcomes of children in foster care. For this purpose
a county office of education foster youth services liaison shall do
the following:

(i) Work collaboratively with his or her respective county
welfare agencies and juvenile courts to recruit and retain adults
who arewilling and ableto volunteer to serve as educational rights
holdersfor childreninfoster care. No later than July 1, 2015, and
each year thereafter, the liaison shall provide a list of individuals
who have expressed an interest in becoming an educational rights
holder for a child in foster care to the presiding judge of the
juvenile court.

(i) No later than July 1, 2015, and each year thereafter, the
liaison shall develop and make available to his or her respective
county welfare agency a list containing the names and contact
information for all foster youth education liaisonsserving in local
educational agenciesin that county.

(f) For purposes of this section, “school of origin” means the
school that the foster child attended when permanently housed or
the school inwhich the foster child waslast enrolled. If the school
the foster child attended when permanently housed is different
from the school in which the foster child was last enrolled, or if
thereis some other school that the foster child attended with which
the foster child is connected and that the foster child attended
within the immediately preceding 15 months, the educational
liaison, in consultation with, and with the agreement of, the foster
child and the person holding the right to make educational decisions
for the foster child, shall determine, in the best interests of the
foster child, the school that shall be deemed the school of origin.
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(g) This section does not supersede other law governing the
educational placements in juvenile court schools, as described in
Section 48645.1, by the juvenile court under Section 602 of the
Welfare and Institutions Code.

SEC. 2. Section 49076 of the Education Code is amended to
read:

49076. (a) A-The department or a school district shall not
permit accessto pupil recordsto a person without written parental
consent or under judicial order except as set forth in this section
and as permitted by Part 99 (commencing with Section 99.1) of
Title 34 of the Code of Federal Regulations.

(1) Accessto those particular records relevant to the legitimate
educational interests of the requester shall be permitted to the
following:

(A) School officials and employees of the school district,
members of a school attendance review board appointed pursuant
to Section 48321 who are authorized representatives of the school
district, and any volunteer aide, 18 years of age or older, who has
been investigated, selected, and trained by a school attendance
review board for the purpose of providing followup services to
pupils referred to the school attendance review board, provided
that the person has a legitimate educational interest to inspect a
record.

(B) Officials and employees of other public schools or school
systems, including local, county, or state correctional facilities
where educational programsleading to high school graduation are
provided or where the pupil intends to or is directed to enrall,
subject to the rights of parents as provided in Section 49068.

(C) Authorized representatives of the Comptroller General of
the United States, the Secretary of Education, and state and local
educational authorities, or the United States Department of
Education’s Officefor Civil Rights, if theinformation is necessary
to audit or evaluate a state or federally supported educational
program, or in connection with the enforcement of, or compliance
with, the federal legal requirements that relate to such a program.
Records released pursuant to this subparagraph shall comply with
the requirements of Section 99.35 of Title 34 of the Code of Federal
Regulations.
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(D) Other state and local officialsto the extent that information
isspecifically required to be reported pursuant to state law adopted
before November 19, 1974.

(E) Parents of a pupil 18 years of age or older who is a
dependent as defined in Section 152 of Title 26 of the United States
Code.

(F) A pupil 16 years of age or older or having completed the
10th grade.

(G) A district attorney who is participating in or conducting a
truancy mediation program pursuant to Section 48263.5, or Section
601.3 of the Welfare and Institutions Code, or participating in the
presentation of evidence in atruancy petition pursuant to Section
681 of the Welfare and Institutions Code.

(H) A district attorney’s officefor consideration against a parent
or guardian for failure to comply with the Compulsory Education
Law (Chapter 2 (commencing with Section 48200)) or with
Compulsory Continuation Education (Chapter 3 (commencing
with Section 48400)).

(1) (i) A probation officer, district attorney, or counsel of record
for aminor for purposes of conducting acriminal investigation or
an investigation in regardsto declaring aperson award of the court
or involving aviolation of a condition of probation.

(i1) For purposes of this subparagraph, a probation officer,
district attorney, and counsel of record for aminor shall be deemed
to be local officials for purposes of Section 99.31(a)(5)(i) of Title
34 of the Code of Federal Regulations.

(iii) Pupil records obtained pursuant to this subparagraph shall
be subject to the evidentiary rules described in Section 701 of the
Welfare and Institutions Code.

(J) A judge or probation officer for the purpose of conducting
a truancy mediation program for a pupil, or for purposes of
presenting evidence in atruancy petition pursuant to Section 681
of theWelfare and I nstitutions Code. The judge or probation officer
shall certify in writing to the school district that the information
will be used only for truancy purposes. A school district releasing
pupil information to a judge or probation officer pursuant to this
subparagraph shall inform, or provide written notification to, the
parent or guardian of the pupil within 24 hours of the release of
the information.
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(K) A county placing agency when acting as an authorized
representative of a state or local educational agency pursuant to
subparagraph (C). School districts, county offices of education,
and county placing agencies may devel op cooperative agreements
to facilitate confidential access to and exchange of the pupil
information by email, facsimile, electronic format, or other secure
means, if the agreement complies with the requirements set forth
in Section 99.35 of Title 34 of the Code of Federal Regulations.

(L) A pupil 14 years of age or older who meets both of the
following criteria:

(i) The pupil is a homeless child or youth, as defined in
paragraph (2) of Section 725 of the federa McKinney-Vento
Homeless Assistance Act (42 U.S.C. Sec. 11434a(2)).

(i) The pupil is an unaccompanied youth, as defined in
paragraph (6) of Section 725 of the federal McKinney-Vento
Homeless Assistance Act (42 U.S.C. Sec. 11434a(6)).

(M) Anindividual who completesitems1to 4, inclusive, of the
Caregiver’s Authorization Affidavit, as provided in Section 6552
of the Family Code, and signs the affidavit for the purpose of
enrolling aminor in school.

(N) (i) Ar-Upon request of an agency caseworker or other
representative of a state or local child welfare agency, or tribal
organization, as defined in Section 450b of Title 25 of the United
States Code, that haslegal responsibility, in accordance with state
or tribal law, for the care and protection of the pupil. For purposes
of this subdivision, state and local child welfare agencies are
deemed to have a | egitimate educational interest in the educational
records of a child in foster care pursuant to their responsibility to
provide for their educational stability as required by Section 475
of the federal Social Security Act (42 U.S.C. Sec. 675).

(i) The agency or organization specified in clause (i) may
disclose pupil records, or the personally identifiable information
contained in those records, to an individual or entity engaged in
addressing the pupil’s educational needs, if theindividual or entity
isauthorized by the agency or organization to receive the disclosure
and the information requested is directly related to the assistance
provided by that individual or entity. Therecords, or the personally
identifiable information contained in those records, shall not
otherwise be disclosed by that agency or organization, except as
provided under the federal Family Educational Rightsand Privacy
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Act (20 U.S.C. Sec. 1232g), state law, including paragraph (3),
and tribal law.

(2) School districts may release information from pupil records
to the following:

(A) Appropriate persons in connection with an emergency if
the knowledge of theinformation isnecessary to protect the health
or safety of a pupil or other persons. Schools or school districts
releasing information pursuant to this subparagraph shall comply
with the requirements set forth in Section 99.32(a)(5) of Title 34
of the Code of Federal Regulations.

(B) Agenciesor organizationsin connection with the application
of a pupil for, or receipt of, financial aid. However, information
permitting the personal identification of apupil or hisor her parents
may be disclosed only as may be necessary for purposes as to
determinethedligibility of the pupil for financial aid, to determine
the amount of the financial aid, to determine the conditions that
will beimposed regarding thefinancial aid, or to enforcetheterms
or conditions of the financial aid.

(C) Pursuant to Section 99.37 of Title 34 of the Code of Federal
Regulations, a county elections official, for the purpose of
identifying pupils €ligible to register to vote, or for conducting
programs to offer pupils an opportunity to register to vote. The
information shall not be used for any other purpose or given or
transferred to any other person or agency.

(D) Accrediting associations in order to carry out their
accrediting functions.

(E) Organizations conducting studies for, or on behalf of,
educational agencies or institutions for purposes of developing,
validating, or administering predictive tests, administering student
aid programs, and improving instruction, if the studies are
conducted in a manner that will not permit the personal
identification of pupils or their parents by persons other than
representatives of the organizations, the information will be
destroyed when no longer needed for the purpose for which it is
obtained, and the organi zation entersinto awritten agreement with
the educationa agency or institution that complies with Section
99.31(a)(6) of Title 34 of the Code of Federal Regulations.

(F) Officialsand employeesof private schoolsor school systems
wherethe pupil isenrolled or intendsto enroll, subject to therights
of parents as provided in Section 49068 and in compliance with
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the requirementsin Section 99.34 of Title 34 of the Code of Federal
Regulations. This information shall be in addition to the pupil’s
permanent record transferred pursuant to Section 49068.

(G) (i) A contractor or consultant with alegitimate educational
interest who has a formal written agreement or contract with the
school district regarding the provision of outsourced institutional
services or functions by the contractor or consultant.

(i) Notwithstanding the authorization in  Section
99.31(a)(2)(i)(B) of Title 34 of the Code of Federal Regulations,
a disclosure pursuant to this subparagraph shall not be permitted
to avolunteer or other party.

(3) A person, persons, agency, or organization permitted access
to pupil records pursuant to this section shall not permit access to
any information obtained from those records by another person,
persons, agency, or organization, except for allowable exceptions
contained within the federal Family Educational Rightsand Privacy
Act (20 U.S.C. Sec. 1232¢) and state law, including this section,
and implementing regulations, without the written consent of the
pupil’s parent. This paragraph shall not require prior parental
consent when information obtained pursuant to this section is
shared with other personswithin the educational institution, agency,
or organization obtaining access, so long as those persons have a
legitimate educational interest in the information pursuant to
Section 99.31(a)(1) of Title 34 of the Code of Federal Regulations.

(4) Notwithstanding any other law, a school district, including
a county office of education or county superintendent of schools,
may participate in an interagency data information system that
permits access to a computerized database system within and
between governmental agenciesor school districtsasto information
or records that are nonprivileged, and where release is authorized
asto therequesting agency under state or federal law or regulation,
if each of the following requirementsis met:

(A) Each agency and school district shall develop security
procedures or devices by which unauthorized personnel cannot
access data contained in the system.

(B) Each agency and school district shall develop procedures
or devices to secure privileged or confidential data from
unauthorized disclosure.

(C) Each school district shall comply with the access log
requirements of Section 49064.
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(D) The right of access granted shall not include the right to
add, delete, or ater data without the written permission of the
agency holding the data.

(E) An agency or school district shall not make public or
otherwise release information on an individual contained in the
databaseif the information is protected from disclosure or release
asto the requesting agency by state or federal law or regulation.

(b) The officids and authorities to whom pupil records are
disclosed pursuant to subdivision (e) of Section 48902 and
subparagraph (I) of paragraph (1) of subdivision (a) shall certify
in writing to the disclosing school district that the information
shall not be disclosed to another party, except as provided under
thefederal Family Educational Rightsand Privacy Act (20 U.S.C.
Sec. 1232q) and state law, without the prior written consent of the
parent of the pupil or the person identified as the holder of the
pupil’s educational rights.

(©) (1) A person or party who is not permitted access to pupil
records pursuant to subdivision (@) or (b) may request access to
pupil records as provided for in paragraph (2).

(2) A loca educational agency or other person or party who has
received pupil records, or information from pupil records, may
release the records or information to a person or party identified
in paragraph (1) without the consent of the pupil’s parent or
guardian pursuant to Section 99.31(b) of Title 34 of the Code of
Federal Regulations, if therecords or information are deidentified,
which requires the removal of al personaly identifiable
information, if the disclosing local educational agency or other
person or party has made areasonabl e determination that apupil’s
identity is not personaly identifiable, whether through single or
multiple releases, and has taken into account other pertinent
reasonably available information.

SEC. 3. Section 49085 of the Education Code is amended to
read:

49085. (a) On or before February 1, 2014, the department and
the State Department of Social Services shall develop and enter
into a memorandum of understanding that shall, at a minimum,
require the State Department of Social Services, at least once per
week, to share with the department both of the following:

(1) Disaggregated information on children and youth in foster
care sufficient for the department to identify pupilsin foster care.
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(2) Disaggregated data on children and youth in foster care that
ishelpful to county offices of education and other local educational
agenciesresponsiblefor ensuring that pupilsinfoster care received
appropriate educational supports and services.

(b) To the extent alowable under federal law, the department
shall regularly identify pupils in foster care and designate those
pupils in the California Longitudinal Pupil Achievement Data
System or any future data system used by the department to collect
disaggregated pupil outcome data.

(c) To the extent alowable under federal law, the
Superintendent, on or before July 1 of each even-numbered year,
shall report to the L egislature and the Governor on the educational
outcomesfor pupilsin foster care at both theindividual schoolsite
level and school district level. The report shall include, but is not
limited to, all of the following:

(1) Individua schoolsite level and school district level
educational outcome data for each local educational agency that
enrolls at least 15 pupilsin foster care, each county in which at
least 15 pupilsin foster care attend school, and for the entire state.

(2) The number of pupilsin foster care statewide and by each
local educational agency.

(3) The academic achievement of pupilsin foster care.

(4) The incidence of suspension and expulsion for pupils in
foster care.

(5) Truancy rates, attendance rates, and dropout ratesfor pupils
in foster care.

(d) To the extent allowable under federal law, the department,
at least once per week, shall do al of the following:

(1) Inform school districts and charter schools of any pupils
enrolled in those school districts or charter schools who are in
foster care.

(2) Inform county offices of education of any pupils enrolled
in schools in the county who are in foster care.

(3) Provide schools districts, county office of education, and
charter schools disaggregated data helpful to ensuring pupils in
foster care receive appropriate educationa supports and services.

(e) No later than September 1, 2015, the department and the
Sate Department of Social Services, in consultation with the
Administrative Office of the Courts, State Department of Health
Care Services, education and foster care advocates, and foster
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youth organizations shall develop a model governance policy for
local educational agencies on the use of educational information
and data of students in foster care.

() No later than January 1, 2016, each local educational
agency, at a regularly scheduled public hearing, shall adopt a
policy governing the use of educational information and data of
studentsin foster care.

(& . | o

(g) For purposes of this section~pupi the following definitions
apply:

(1) “Pupil in foster care’” has the same meaning as “foster
youth,” as defined in Section 42238.01.

(2) “Local educational agency” meansa school district, charter
school, or county office of education.

SEC. 4. Section 51101 of the Education Code is amended to
read:

51101. (a) Except as provided in subdivision—d} (c), the
parents-and, guardians, and educational rights holders of pupils
enrolled in public schools have the right and should have the
opportunity, as mutually supportive and respectful partnersin the
education of their children within the public schools, to be informed
by the school, and to participate in the education of their children,
asfollows:

(1) Within a reasonable period of time following making the
request, to observe the classroom or classrooms in which their
childisenrolled or for the purpose of selecting the school inwhich
their child will be enrolled in accordance with the requirements
of any intradistrict or interdistrict pupil attendance policies or
programs.

(2) Within areasonabletime of their request, to meet with their
child’steacher or teachers and the principal of the school in which
their child is enrolled.

(3) To volunteer their time and resources for the improvement
of school facilities and school programs under the supervision of
district employees, including, but not limited to, providing
assistance in the classroom with the approval, and under the direct
supervision, of the teacher. Although volunteer parents may assist
with instruction, primary instructional responsibility shall remain
with the teacher.
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(4) Tobenotified onatimely basisif their child is absent from
school without permission.

(5) To receive the results of their child’'s performance on
standardized tests and statewide tests and information on the
performance of the school that their child attends on standardized
statewide tests.

(6) Torequest aparticular school for their child, and to receive
a response from the school district. This paragraph does not
obligate the school district to grant the parent’s request.

(7) Tohaveaschool environment for their child that is safe and
supportive of learning.

(8) To examine the curriculum materials of the class or classes
in which their child is enrolled.

(9) To be informed of their child’s progress in school and of
the appropriate school personnel whom they should contact if
problems arise with their child.

(10) To have accessto the school records of their child.

(11) To receive information concerning the academic
performance standards, proficiencies, or skills their child is
expected to accomplish.

(12) To be informed in advance about school rules, including
disciplinary rules and procedures in accordance with Section
48980, attendance policies, dress codes, and proceduresfor visiting
the school.

(13) Toreceiveinformation about any psychological testing the
school does involving their child and to deny permission to give
the test.

(14) To participate asamember of aparent advisory committee,
schoolsite council, or site-based management leadership team, in
accordance with any rules and regulations governing membership
in these organizations. In order to facilitateparental participation,
schoolsite councils are encouraged to schedule a biannual open
forum for the purpose of informing parents about current school
issues and activities and answering parents’, guardians, and
educational rights holders' questions. The meetings should be
scheduled on weekends, and prior notice should be provided to
parents.

(15) Toquestion anythingintheir child’'srecord that the parent,
guardian, or educational rights holder feels is inaccurate or
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misleading or is an invasion of privacy and to receive a response
from the school.

(16) To be notified, as early in the school year as practicable
pursuant to Section 48070.5, if their child isidentified as being at
risk of retention and of their right to consult with school personnel
responsible for a decision to promote or retain their child and to
appeal adecision to retain or promote their child.

(b) Inadditionto therightsdescribed in subdivision (a), parents
and guardians of pupils, including those parents-and, guardians,
and educational rights holders whose primary language is not
English, shall have the opportunity to work together in amutually
supportive and respectful partnership with schools, and to help
their children succeed in school. Each governing board of a school
district shal develop jointly with parents—and,guardians, and
educational rights holders, and shall adopt, a policy that outlines
the manner in which parents-er, guardians, or educational rights
holders of pupils, school staff, and pupils may share the
responsibility for continuing the intellectual, physical, emotional,
and social development and well-being of pupilsat each schoolsite.
The policy shall include, but is not necessarily limited to, the
following:

(1) The means by which the school and parents-er, guardians,
and educational rights holdersof pupilsmay help pupilsto achieve
academic and other standards of the school.

(2) A description of the school’sresponsibility to provideahigh
quality curriculum and instructional program in a supportive and
effective learning environment that enables all pupils to meet the
academic expectations of the school.

(3) The manner in which the parents—and, guardians, and
educational rights holders of pupils may support the learning
environment of their children, including, but not limited to, the
following:

(A) Monitoring attendance of their children.

(B) Ensuring that homework is completed and turned in on a
timely basis.

(C) Participation of the children in extracurricular activities.

(D) Monitoring and regulating the television viewed by their
children.

(E) Working with their children at home in learning activities
that extend learning in the classroom.
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(F) Volunteering in their children’s classrooms, or for other
activities at the school.

(G) Participating, as appropriate, in decisions relating to the
education of their own child or the total school program.

(c) This section does not authorize a school to inform a parent
ef, guardian, or educational rights holders, as provided in this
section, or to permit participation by a parent-er, guardian, or
educational rightsholdersin the education of achild, if it conflicts
with avalid restraining order, protective order, or order for custody
or visitation issued by a court of competent jurisdiction.

SEC. 5. Section 1529.2 of the Health and Safety Code is
amended to read:

1529.2. (&) In addition to the foster parent training provided
by community colleges, foster family agencies shall provide a
program of training for their certified foster families.

(b) (1) Every licensed foster parent shall complete a minimum
of 32-30 hours of foster parent training, as prescribed in paragraph
(3), before the placement of any foster children with the foster
parent. In addition, a foster parent shall complete a minimum of
eight hours of foster parent training annually, as prescribed in
paragraph (4). No child shall be placed in a foster family home
unless these requirements are met by the personsin the home who
are serving as the foster parents.

(2) (A) Upon the request of the foster parent for a hardship
waiver from the postplacement training requirement or a request
for an extension of the deadline, the county may, at its option, on
acase-by-case basi s, waive the postplacement training requirement
or extend any established deadline for a period not to exceed one
year, if the postplacement training requirement presents a severe
and unavoi dabl e obstacle to continuing as afoster parent. Obstacles
for which a county may grant a hardship waiver or extension are:

(i) Lack of accessto training due to the cost or travel required.
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(i) Family emergency.

(B) Before a waiver or extension may be granted, the foster
parent should explore the opportunity of receiving training by
video or written materials.

(3) Theinitial preplacement training shall include, but not be
limited to, training courses that cover all of the following:

(A) Anoverview of the child protective system.

(B) Theeffectsof child abuse and neglect on child development.

(C) Positive discipline and the importance of self-esteem.

(D) Health issues and accessing health servicesfor childrenin
foster care.

(B) ,
ethfeH—U nderstandlng how to help prow ide for the educat| onal
outcomes of children in foster care, including accessing
educational support services.

(F) Theright of afoster child to have fair and equal access to
all available services, placement, care, treatment, and benefits, and
to not be subjected to discrimination or harassment on the basis
of actual or perceived race, ethnic group identification, ancestry,
national origin, color, religion, sex, sexua orientation, gender
identity, mental or physical disability, or HIV status.

(G) Instruction on cultural competency and sensitivity relating
to, and best practices for, providing adequate care to leshian, gay,
bisexual, and transgender youth in out-of-home care.

(H) Basic instruction on the existing laws and procedures
regarding the safety of foster youth at school and the ensuring of
a harassment and violence free school environment contained in
the California Student Safety and Violence Prevention Act of 2000
(Article 3.6 (commencing with Section 32228) of Chapter 2 of
Part 19 of Division 1 of Title 1 of the Education Code).

(1) Trauma-informed care.

(J) Confidentiality and privacy rights and protections.

(4) The postplacement annual training shall include, but not be
limited to, training courses that cover all of the following:

(A) Age-appropriate child development.

(B) Healthissuesin foster care.

(C) Positive discipline and the importance of self-esteem.

(D) Emancipation and independent living skillsif afoster parent
is caring for youth.
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(E) Theright of afoster child to have fair and equal access to
all available services, placement, care, treatment, and benefits, and
to not be subjected to discrimination or harassment on the basis
of actual or perceived race, ethnic group identification, ancestry,
national origin, color, religion, sex, sexua orientation, gender
identity, mental or physical disability, or HIV status.

(F) Instruction on cultural competency and sensitivity relating
to, and best practices for, providing adequate care to lesbian, gay,
bisexual, and transgender youth in out-of-home care.

(5) Foster parent training may be attained through a variety of
sources, including community colleges, counties, hospitals, foster
parent associations, the California State Foster Parent Association’s
Conference, adult schools, and certified foster parent instructors.

(6) A candidate for placement of foster children shall submit a
certificate of training to document completion of the training
requirements. The certificate shall be submitted with the initial
consideration for placementsand provided at the time of the annual
visit by the licensing agency thereafter.

(c) Nothinginthissection shall preclude acounty from requiring
county-provided preplacement or postplacement foster parent
training in excess of the requirements in this section.

SEC. 6. Section 102 of the Welfare and Institutions Code is
amended to read:

102. (a) Each CASA program shall, if feasible, be staffed by
aminimum of one paid administrator. The staff shall be directly
accountable to the presiding juvenile court judge and the CASA
program board of directors, as applicable.

(b) Theprogram shall providefor volunteersto serveas CASAS.
A CASA may be appointed in juvenile dependency proceedings
under Section 300, including proceedings involving a nonminor
dependent.

(c) Each CASA shall serve at the pleasure of the court having
jurisdiction over the proceedings in which a CASA has been
appointed and that appointment may continue after the child attains
his or her age of majority, with the consent of the nonminor
dependent. A CASA shall do al of the following:

(1) Provide independent, factual information to the court
regarding the cases to which he or sheis appointed.
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(2) Represent the best interests of the child involved, and
consider the best interests of the family, in the cases to which he
or sheis appointed.

(3) At the request of the judge, monitor cases to which he or
she has been appointed to ensure that the court’s orders have been
fulfilled.

(d) TheJudicial Council, throughitsrulesand regulations, shall
require an initial and ongoing training program consistent with
this chapter for all persons acting as a CASA, including, but not
limited to, each of the following:

(1) Dynamics of child abuse and neglect.

(2) Court structure, including juvenile court laws regarding
dependency.

(3) Social service systems.

(4) Child development.

(5) Cultural competency and sensitivity relating to, and best
practices for, providing adequate care to lesbian, gay, bisexual,
and transgender youth.

(6) Interviewing techniques.

(7) Report writing.

(8) Rolesand responsibilities of a CASA.

(9) Rules of evidence and discovery procedures.

(10) Problems associated with verifying reports.

(11) Monitoring the educational stability of the child, including
the responsibilities of serving as an educational rights holder for
the child.

() The Judicia Council, through its CASA Advisory
Committee, shall adopt guidelines for the screening of CASA
volunteers, which shall include personal interviews, reference
checks, checks for records of sex offenses and other criminal
records, information from the Department of Motor Vehicles, and
other information that the Judicial Council deems appropriate.

SEC. 7. Section 361 of the Welfare and Institutions Code is
amended to read:

361. (a) (1) In al cases in which a minor is adjudged a
dependent child of the court on the ground that the minor is a
person described by Section 300, the court may limit the control
to be exercised over the dependent child by any parent or guardian
and shall by its order clearly and specifically set forth all those
limitations. Any limitation on the right of the parent or guardian
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to make educational or developmental services decisions for the
child shall be specifically addressed in the court order. The
limitations may not exceed those necessary to protect the child. If
the court specifically limits the right of the parent or guardian to
make educational or developmental servicesdecisionsfor the child,
or, for the nonminor dependent, if the court finds the appoi ntment
of a developmental services decisionmaker to be in the best
interests of the nonminor dependent, the court shall at the same
time appoint a responsible adult to make educational or
developmental services decisions for the child or nonminor
dependent until one of the following occurs:

(A) The minor reaches 18 years of age, unless the child or
nonminor dependent chooses not to make educationa or
developmental services decisions for himself or herself, or is
deemed by the court to be incompetent.

(B) Another responsible adult is appointed to make educational
or developmental services decisions for the minor pursuant to this
section.

(C) Theright of the parent or guardian to make educational or
developmental services decisions for the minor isfully restored.

(D) A successor guardian or conservator is appointed.

(E) The child is placed into a planned permanent living
arrangement pursuant to paragraph (5) of subdivision (g) of Section
366.21, Section 366.22, Section 366.26, or subdivision (i) of
Section 366.3, at which time, for educational decisionmaking, the
foster parent, relative caretaker, or nonrelative extended family
member as defined in Section 362.7, has the right to represent the
child in educational matters pursuant to Section 56055 of the
Education Code, and for decisions relating to developmental
services, unless the court specifies otherwise, the foster parent,
relative caregiver, or nonrelative extended family member of the
planned permanent living arrangement has the right to represent
the child or nonminor dependent in matters related to
developmental services.

(2) An individual who would have a conflict of interest in
representing the child or nonminor dependent may not be appointed
to make educational or developmental services decisions. For
purposes of this section, “an individual who would have aconflict
of interest,” means aperson having any intereststhat might restrict
or bias his or her ability to make educational or developmental
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services decisions, including, but not limited to, those conflicts of
interest prohibited by Section 1126 of the Government Code, and
the receipt of compensation or attorney’s feesfor the provision of
services pursuant to this section. A foster parent may not be deemed
to have a conflict of interest solely because he or she receives
compensation for the provision of services pursuant to this section.

(3) If the court limits the parent’s educational rights pursuant
to this subdivision, the court shall determine whether there is a
responsible adult who is a relative, nonrelative extended family
member, or other adult known to the child who is available and
willing to serve as the child's educational representative before
appointing an educational representative or surrogate who is not
known to the child.

If the court cannot identify aresponsible adult who is known to
the child and available to make educational decisionsfor thechild,
subparagraphs (A) to (E), inclusive, of paragraph (1) do not apply,
and the child has either been referred to the local educational
agency for specia education and related services, or has avalid
individualized education program, the court shall refer the child
to the local educational agency for appointment of a surrogate
parent pursuant to Section 7579.5 of the Government Code.

If the court cannot identify a responsible adult to make
educational decisionsfor the child, the appointment of a surrogate
parent as defined in subdivision (a) of Section 56050 of the
Education Code is not warranted, and there is no foster parent to
exercise the authority granted by Section 56055 of the Education
Code, the court may appoint CASA asthe educational rights holder
for the child, or, with the input of any interested person, make
educational decisions for the child.

(4) If the court appoints adevelopmental services decisionmaker
pursuant to this section, he or she shall have the authority to access
the child’'s or nonminor dependent’s information and records
pursuant to subdivision (u) of Section 4514 and subdivision (y) of
Section 5328, and to act on the child’s or nonminor dependent’s
behalf for the purposes of the individual program plan process
pursuant to Sections 4646, 4646.5, and 4648 and the fair hearing
process pursuant to Chapter 7 (commencing with Section 4700)
of Division 4.5, and as set forth in the court order.

If the court cannot identify a responsible adult to make
developmental services decisions for the child or nonminor
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dependent, the court may, with the input of any interested person,
make developmental services decisions for the child or nonminor
dependent. If the child isreceiving servicesfrom aregional center,
the provision of any developmental services related to the court’s
decison must be consistent with the child’'s or nonminor
dependent’sindividual program plan and pursuant to the provisions
of the Lanterman Developmental Disabilities Services Act
(Division 4.5 (commencing with Section 4500)).

(5) All educational and school placement decisions shall seek
to ensure that the child is in the least restrictive educational
programs and has access to the academic resources, services, and
extracurricular and enrichment activities that are available to all
pupils. Inal instances, educational and school placement decisions
shall be based on the best interests of the child. If an educational
representative or surrogate is appointed for the child, the
representative or surrogate shall meet with the child, shall
investigate the child’s educational needs and whether those needs
are being met, and shall, prior to each review hearing held under
thisarticle, provide information and recommendations concerning
the child's educational needs to the child's social worker, make
written recommendations to the court, or attend the hearing and
participate in those portions of the hearing that concern the child's
education.

(6) Nothing in this section in any way removes the obligation
to appoint surrogate parents for students with disabilitieswho are
without parental representation in special education procedures as
required by state and federal law, including Section 1415(b)(2) of
Title 20 of the United States Code, Section 56050 of the Education
Code, Section 7579.5 of the Government Code, and Rule 5.650
of the California Rules of Court.

(b) Subdivision (a) does not limit the ability of a parent to
voluntarily relinquish his or her child to the State Department of
Social Services or to a county adoption agency at any time while
the child is a dependent child of the juvenile court, if the
department or agency iswilling to accept the relinquishment.

(c) A dependent child may not be taken from the physical
custody of hisor her parents or guardian or guardians with whom
the child resides at the time the petition was initiated, unless the
juvenile court finds clear and convincing evidence of any of the
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following circumstances listed in paragraphs (1) to (5), inclusive,
and, in an Indian child custody proceeding, paragraph (6):

(1) Thereis or would be a substantial danger to the physical
health, safety, protection, or physical or emotional well-being of
the minor if the minor were returned home, and there are no
reasonable means by which the minor’s physical health can be
protected without removing the minor from the minor’s parent’s
or guardian’s physical custody. The fact that a minor has been
adjudicated adependent child of the court pursuant to subdivision
(e) of Section 300 shall constitute prima facie evidence that the
minor cannot be safely left in the physical custody of the parent
or guardian with whom the minor resided at the time of injury.
The court shall consider, as a reasonable means to protect the
minor, the option of removing an offending parent or guardian
from the home. The court shall also consider, asareasonable means
to protect the minor, allowing a nonoffending parent or guardian
to retain physical custody as long as that parent or guardian
presents a plan acceptable to the court demonstrating that he or
she will be able to protect the child from future harm.

(2) The parent or guardian of the minor is unwilling to have
physical custody of the minor, and the parent or guardian has been
notified that if the minor remains out of their physical custody for
the period specified in Section 366.26, the minor may be declared
permanently free from their custody and control.

(3) Theminor issuffering severe emotional damage, asindicated
by extreme anxiety, depression, withdrawal, or untoward aggressive
behavior toward himself or herself or others, and there are no
reasonable means by which the minor’s emotional health may be
protected without removing the minor from the physical custody
of hisor her parent or guardian.

(4) Theminor or asibling of the minor has been sexually abused,
or is deemed to be at substantial risk of being sexually abused, by
a parent, guardian, or member of his or her household, or other
person known to his or her parent, and there are no reasonable
means by which the minor can be protected from further sexual
abuse or a substantial risk of sexual abuse without removing the
minor from his or her parent or guardian, or the minor does not
wish to return to his or her parent or guardian.

(5) Theminor has been left without any provision for hisor her
support, or a parent who has been incarcerated or institutionalized
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cannot arrange for the care of the minor, or arelative or other adult
custodian with whom the child has been left by the parent is
unwilling or unable to provide care or support for the child and
the whereabouts of the parent is unknown and reasonable efforts
to locate him or her have been unsuccessful.

(6) In an Indian child custody proceeding, continued custody
of the child by the parent or Indian custodian is likely to result in
serious emotional or physical damageto the child, and that finding
is supported by testimony of a “qualified expert witness’ as
described in Section 224.6.

(A) Stipulation by the parent, Indian custodian, or the Indian
child's tribe, or failure to object, may waive the requirement of
producing evidence of the likelihood of seriousdamageonly if the
court is satisfied that the party has been fully advised of the
requirements of the federal Indian Child Welfare Act (25 U.S.C.
Sec. 1901 et seq.), and hasknowingly, intelligently, and voluntarily
waived them.

(B) Failure to meet non-Indian family and child-rearing
community standards, or the existence of other behavior or
conditionsthat meet the removal standards of this section, will not
support an order for placement in the absence of thefinding inthis
paragraph.

(d) The court shal make a determination as to whether
reasonabl e efforts were made to prevent or to eliminate the need
for removal of the minor from his or her home or, if the minor is
removed for one of the reasons stated in paragraph (5) of
subdivision (c), whether it was reasonabl e under the circumstances
not to make any of those efforts, or, in the case of an Indian child
custody proceeding, whether active efforts as required in Section
361.7 were made and that these efforts have proved unsuccessful.
The court shall state the facts on which the decision to remove the
minor is based.

() The court shall make al of the findings required by
subdivision (a) of Section 366 in either of the following
circumstances:

(1) The minor has been taken from the custody of his or her
parent or guardian and has been living in an out-of-home placement
pursuant to Section 319.

(2) The minor has been living in a voluntary out-of-home
placement pursuant to Section 16507.4.
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SEC. 8. Section 10601.2 of the Welfare and Institutions Code
isamended to read:

10601.2. (&) The State Department of Social Services shall
establish, by April 1, 2003, the California Child and Family Service
Review System, in order to review all county child welfare systems.
These reviews shall cover child protective services, foster care,
adoption, family preservation, family support, and independent
living.

(b) Childand family servicereviewsshall maximize compliance
with the federal regulationsfor the receipt of money from Subtitle
E (commencing with Section 470) of Title1V of the federal Social
Security Act (42 U.S.C. Sec. 670 and following) and ensure
compliance with state plan requirements set forth in Subtitle B
(commencing with Section 421) of Title IV of the federal Social
Security Act (42 U.S.C. Sec. 621 and following).

(© (1) TheCadliforniaHeath and Human ServicesAgency shall
convene aworkgroup comprised of representatives of the Judicial
Council, the State Department of Social Services, the State
Department of Health Care Services, the State Department of
Education, the State Department of Justice, any other state
departments or agenciesthe CaliforniaHealth and Human Services
Agency deems necessary, the County Welfare Directors
Association, the California State A ssociation of Counties, the Chief
Probation Officersof California, the CaliforniaYouth Connection,
and representatives of Californiatribes, interested child advocacy
organizations, researchers, and foster parent organizations. The
workgroup shall establish a workplan by which child and family
service reviews shall be conducted pursuant to this section,
including aprocessfor qualitative peer reviews of caseinformation.

(2) Ataminimum, in establishing theworkplan, the workgroup
shall consider any existing federal program improvement plans
entered into by the state pursuant to federal regulations, the
outcomeindicatorsto be measured, compliance thresholdsfor each
indicator, timelines for implementation, county review cycles,
uniform processes, procedures and review instruments to be used,
a corrective action process, and any funding or staffing increases
needed to implement the requirements of this section. The agency
shall broadly consider collaboration with all entities to allow the
adequate exchange of information and coordination of efforts to
improve outcomes for foster youth and families.
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(d) (1) TheCadiforniaChild and Family Service Review System
outcome indicators shall be consistent with the federal child and
family service review measures and standardsfor child and family
outcomes and system factors authorized by Subtitle B (commencing
with Section 421) and Subtitle E (commencing with Section 470)
of Title IV of the federal Social Security Act and the regulations
adopted pursuant to those provisions (Parts 1355 to 1357, inclusive,
of Title 45 of the Code of Federal Regulations).

(2) During the first review cycle pursuant to this section, each
county shall be reviewed according to the outcome indicators
established for the California Child and Family Service Review
System.

(3) For subsequent reviews, the workgroup shall consider
whether to establish additional outcome indicatorsthat support the
federal outcomesand any program improvement plan, and promote
good health, mental health, behavioral, educational, and other
relevant outcomes for children and familiesin Caifornia’s child
welfare services system.

(4) The workgroup shall convene as necessary to update the
outcome indicators described in paragraph (1).

(e) The State Department of Socia Services shall identify and
promote the replication of best practices in child welfare service
delivery to achieve the measurabl e outcomes established pursuant
to subdivision (d).

(f) The State Department of Social Services shall provide
information to the Assembly and Senate Budget Committees and
appropriate legidative policy committees annually, beginning with
the 2002-03 fiscal year, on all of the following:

(1) The department’s progress in planning for the federal child
and family service review to be conducted by the United States
Department of Health and Human Services and, upon completion
of the federal review, the findings of that review, the state’'s
response to the findings, and the details of any program
improvement plan entered into by the state.

(2) The department’s progress in implementing the California
child and family service reviews, including, but not limited to, the
timelines for implementation, the process to be used, and any
funding or staffing increases needed at the state or local level to
implement the requirements of this section.
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(3) Thefindingsand recommendationsfor child welfare system
improvements identified in county self-assessments and county
system improvement plans, including information on common
statutory, regulatory, or fiscal barriers identified as inhibiting
system improvements, any recommendations to overcome those
barriers, and, as applicable, information regarding the allocation
and use of the moneys provided to counties pursuant to subdivision
.
(4) Thedepartment’seffortsin providing guidance and technical
assistance to county welfare agencies, caregivers, and foster youth
on the sharing of foster care information and data among state
and public agencies, including the Sate Department of
Developmental Services, the State Department of Education, the
Sate Department of Health Care Services, and the Sate
Department of Public Health, the judiciary, local educational
agencies, foster family agencies, and foster youth caregivers, to
improve the outcomes for children in foster care.

(g) Effective April 1, 2003, the existing county compliance
review system shall be suspended to provide to the State
Department of Social Services sufficient lead time to provide
training and technical assistance to counties for the preparation
necessary to transition to the new child and family service review
system.

(h) Beginning January 1, 2004, the department shall commence
individual child and family servicereviewsof Californiacounties.
County child welfare systems that do not meet the established
compliancethresholdsfor the outcome measuresthat are reviewed
shall receive technical assistance from teams made up of state and
peer-county administrators to assist with implementing best
practicesto improve their performance and make progress toward
meeting established levels of compliance.

(i) (1) To the extent that funds are appropriated in the annual
Budget Act to enable counties to implement approaches to
improving their performance on the outcome indicators under this
section, the department, in consultation with counties, shall
establish a process for allocating the funds to counties.

(2) Theallocation processshall takeinto account, at aminimum,
the extent to which the proposed funding would be used for
activities that are reasonably expected to help the county make
progress toward the outcome indicators established pursuant to
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this section, and the extent to which county funding for the Child
Abuse, Prevention and Treatment program is aligned with the
outcome indicators.

(3) Totheextent possible, a county shall use fundsin amanner
that enablesthe county to access additional federal, state, and local
funds from other available sources. However, a county’s ability
to receive additional matching funds from these sources shall not
be a determining factor in the allocation process established
pursuant to this subdivision.

(4) Thedepartment shall provideinformation to the appropriate
committees of the L egisature on the process established pursuant
to this subdivision for allocating funds to counties.

() (1) Counties shall continue to be responsible for and
accountable to the department for child welfare program
performance measures, including all of the following:

(A) Theoutcome and systemic factor measures contained in the
federa Department of Health and Human Services Child and
Family Services Review Procedures Manual, Appendix B, Index
of Outcomes and Systemic Factors, and Associated Itemsand Data
Indicators, issued pursuant to Sections 1355.34(b) and 1355.34(c)
of Title 45 of the Code of Federal Regulations.

(B) Information and other requirements necessary for the
California Child and Family Service Review System, as required
pursuant to this section.

(C) Monthly caseworker visitswith achild in care.

(D) Timelinessto begin an investigation of allegations of child
abuse or neglect.

(E) Notwithstanding the rulemaking provisions of the
Administrative Procedure Act (Chapter 3.5 (commencing with
Section 11340) of Part 1 of Division 3 of Title 2 of the Government
Code), other performance measures resulting from new federal
mandates or court decrees as specified in an all-county |etter issued
by the department.

(2) The department shall monitor, on an ongoing basis, county
performance on the measures specified in paragraph (1).

(3) Atleast onceevery five years, the department shall conduct
a comprehensive review of county performance on the measures
specified in paragraph (1).

(4) (A) The department shall periodically update the process
guides utilized by counties to prepare the self assessments and
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system improvement plans to promote implementation and
evaluation of promising practices and use of data.

(B) The process guides also shall include, but not be limited to,
beth-ef-the following:

(i) County evaluation of demographics for the children and
families served and effectiveness of the system improvement
activities for these populations.

(if) A description of the process by which the department and
counties shall develop mutually agreed upon performance targets
for improvement.

(iii) An overview of the process and efforts by which the
department and counties are working collaboratively with other
state and local agencies to share child welfare information and
data to improve the outcomes of children in foster care.

(5) Thedepartment, in consultation with counties, shall develop
a process for resolving any disputes regarding the establishment
of appropriate targets pursuant to the process provided in paragraph
(4).

(6) A county shall submit an update to the department, no less
than annually, on its progressin achieving improvementsfrom the
county’sbaseline for the applicable measure. The department may
require acounty that has not met its performance targets to submit
and implement a corrective action plan, as determined by the
director.

(k) Beginning in the 2011-12 fiscal year, and for each fiscal
year thereafter, funding and expenditures for programs and
activities required under this section shall be in accordance with
the requirements provided in Sections 30025 and 30026.5 of the
Government Code.

SEC. 9. Section 16010.6 of the Welfare and Institutions Code
isamended to read:

16010.6. (a) As soon as a placing agency makes a decision
with respect to a placement or a change in placement of a
dependent child, but not later than the close of the following
business day, the placing agency shall notify the child’s attorney

and provideto the child’s attorney-nfermationregarding the chites
address—telephone—number,—and—earegiver:  the following

information:
(1) The child’s address and telephone number.
(2) The name and contact information of the child’s caregiver.
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(3) Thechild’ s school of enrollment and, if available, the name
and contact information of the foster youth services liaison and
the foster youth services education coordinator.

(b) (1) A placing agency shall not make aplacement or achange
in placement of achild outside the United States prior to ajudicial
finding that the placement isin the best interest of the child, except
asrequired by federal law or treaty.

(2) Theplacingagency shall carry the burden of proof and must
show, by clear and convincing evidence, that placement outside
the United Statesisin the best interest of the child.

(3) Indetermining the best interest of the child, the court shall
consider, but not be limited to, the following factors:

(A) Placement with arelative.

(B) Placement of siblings in the same home.

(C) Amount and nature of any contact between the child and
the potential guardian or caretaker.

(D) Physical and medical needs of the dependent child.

(E) Psychological and emotional needs of the dependent child.

(F) Social, cultural, and educational needs of the dependent
child.

(G) Specific desires of any dependent child who is 12 years of
age or older.

(4) If the court finds that a placement outside the United States
is, by clear and convincing evidence, in the best interest of the
child, the court may issue an order authorizing the placing agency
to make a placement outside the United States. A child subject to
this subdivision shall not leave the United States prior to the
issuance of the order described in this paragraph.

(5) For purposes of thissubdivision, “ outside the United States’
shall not include the lands of any federally recognized American
Indian tribe or Alaskan Natives.

(6) Thissection shall not apply to the placement of a dependent
child with a parent.

(c) Absent exigent circumstances, as soon as a placing agency
becomes aware of the need for a change in placement of a
dependent child that will result in the separation of siblings
currently placed together, the placing agency shall notify the child’s
attorney and the child’'s siblings attorney of this proposed
separation no lessthan 10 calendar days prior to the planned change
of placement so that the attorneys may investigate the
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circumstances of the proposed separation. If the placing agency
first becomes aware, by written notification from a foster family
agency, group home, or other foster care provider, of the need for
achange in placement for a dependent child that will result in the
separation of siblings currently placed together, and that the child
or children shall be removed within seven days, then notice shall
be provided to the attorneys by the end of the next business day
after the receipt of notice from the provider. In an emergency, the
placing agency shall provide notice as soon as possible, but no
later than the close of the first business day following the change
of placement. This notification shall be deemed sufficient notice
for the purposes of subdivision (a).

(d) When the required notice is given prior to a change in
placement, the notice shall include information regarding the
child’s address, telephone number, and-caregiver, and school of
enrollment, or any one or more of these items of information to
the extent that thisinformation isknown at the time that the placing
agency provides notice to the child's attorney. When the required
notice is given after the change in placement, notice shall include
information regarding the child’s address, telephone number, ane
caregiver, and school of enrollment.

(e) Assoon as a placing agency makes a decision with respect
to a placement or a change in placement of a dependent child, the
placing agency shall, within two business days of the placement,
do the following:

(1) Notify the school district of enrollment’sfoster youth liaison,
as established by Section 48853.5 of the Education Code, and the
foster youth educational services coordinator, established by
Section 42921 of the Education Code, that the child is or will be
enrolled in their local educational agency, and the name and
contact information of the child’'s educational rights holder.

(2) Enter into the Child Welfare Services Case Management
System, established pursuant to Section 16501.6, the child’s school
and school district of enrollment, the name of the school district
of enrollment’s foster youth liaison, foster youth educational
services coordinator, and the child’s educational rights holder.

()

() TheJdudicia Council shall adopt arule of court directing the
attorney for achild for whom a dependency petition has beenfiled,
upon receipt from the agency responsible for placing the child of
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the name, address, and tel ephone number of the child’s caregiver,
to timely provide the attorney’s contact information to the caregiver
and, if the child is 10 years of age or older, to the child. Thisrule
does not preclude an attorney from giving contact information to
achild who is younger than 10 years of age.

SEC. 10. Section 16010.7 is added to the Welfare and
Institutions Code, to read:

16010.7. (a) It is the intent of the Legislature that county
welfare agencies and local educational agencies work closely
together in a collaborative manner to help provide for and improve
the educational outcomes of children in foster care.

(b) To help maintain a level of communication between county
welfare agencies and local agencies, county welfare agencies shall
annually provide the names and contact information for foster
youth caseworkers to their respective county offices of education
foster youth servicesliaisons and foster youth educational service
coordinators by July 1 of each year.

SEC. 11. Section 16206 of the Welfare and Institutions Code
isamended to read:

16206. (a) The purpose of the program is to develop and
implement statewide coordinated training programs designed
specifically to meet the needs of county child protective services
social workers assigned emergency response, family maintenance,
family reunification, permanent placement, and adoption
responsibilities. It isthe intent of the Legislature that the program
include training for other agencies under contract with county
welfare departmentsto provide child welfare services. In addition,
the program shall provide training programs for persons defined
as a mandated reporter pursuant to the Child Abuse and Neglect
Reporting Act, Article 2.5 (commencing with Section 11164) of
Chapter 2 of Title1 of Part 4 of the Penal Code. The program shall
provide the services required in this section to the extent possible
within the total allocation. If allocations are insufficient, the
department, in consultation with the grantee or grantees and the
Child Welfare Training Advisory Board, shall prioritize the efforts
of the program, giving primary attention to the most urgently
needed services. County child protective services social workers
assigned emergency response responsibilities shall receive first
priority for training pursuant to this section.
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(b) Thetraining program shall provide practice-relevant training
for mandated child abuse reporters and al members of the child
welfare delivery system that will address critical issues affecting
the well-being of children, and shall develop curriculum materials
and training resources for use in meeting staff devel opment needs
of mandated child abuse reporters and child welfare personnel in
public and private agency settings.

(c) Thetraining provided pursuant to this section shall include,
but not be limited to, all of the following:

(1) Crisisintervention.

(2) Investigative techniques.

(3) Rules of evidence.

(4) Indicators of abuse and neglect.

(5) Assessment criteria, including the application of guidelines
for assessment of relatives for placement according to the criteria
described in Section 361.3.

(6) Intervention strategies.

(7) Lega requirements of child protection, including
requirements of child abuse reporting laws.

(8) Case management, including the educational stability of the
child asrequired by Section 475 of the federal Social Security Act
(42 U.SC. Sec. 675).

(9) Use of community resources.

(20) Information regarding the dynamics and effects of domestic
violence upon families and children, including indicators and
dynamics of teen dating violence.

(11) Posttraumatic stress disorder and the causes, symptoms,
and treatment of posttraumatic stress disorder in children.

(12) The importance of maintaining relationships with
individualswho areimportant to achild in out-of-home placement,
including methods to identify those individuals, consistent with
the child’s best interests, including, but not limited to, asking the
child about individuals who are important, and ways to maintain
and support those rel ationships.

(13) Thelegal dutiesof achild protective services social worker,
in order to protect the legal rights and safety of children and
families from the initial time of contact during investigation
through treatment.

(14) Information and data sharing relating to working
collaboratively with other state and local agencies.
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(d) The training provided pursuant to this section may aso
include any or all of the following:

(1) Child development and parenting.

(2) Intake, interviewing, and initial assessment.

(3) Casawork and treatment.

(4) Medical aspects of child abuse and neglect.

(e) The training program in each county shall assess the
program’s performance at |east annually and forward it to the State
Department of Socia Services for an evaluation. The assessment
shall include, at a minimum, all of the following:

(1) Workforce data, including education, qualifications, and
demographics.

(2) The number of persons trained.

(3) Thetype of training provided.

(4) Thedegreetowhichthetrainingisperceived by participants
as useful in practice.

(5) Any additional information or data deemed necessary by
the department for reporting, oversight, and monitoring purposes.

(f) Thetraining program shall provide practice-relevant training
to county child protective services social workers who screen
referralsfor child abuse or neglect and for all workers assigned to
provide emergency response, family maintenance, family
reunification, and permanent placement services. Thetraining shall
be developed in consultation with the Child Welfare Training
Advisory Board and domestic violence victims advocates and
other public and private agenciesthat provide programsfor victims
of domestic violence or programs of intervention for perpetrators.

SEC. 12, Section 16501.1 of the Welfare and I nstitutions Code
is amended to read:

16501.1. (a) (1) The Legidature finds and declares that the
foundation and central unifying tool in child welfare services is
the case plan.

(2) The Legidature further finds and declares that a case plan
ensures that the child receives protection and safe and proper care
and case management, and that services are provided to the child
and parents or other caretakers, asappropriate, in order toimprove
conditions in the parent’s home, to facilitate the safe return of the
child to a safe home or the permanent placement of the child, and
to address the needs of the child whilein foster care.
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(b) (1) A case plan shall be based upon the principles of this
section and shall document that a preplacement assessment of the
service needs of the child and family, and preplacement preventive
services, have been provided, and that reasonabl e effortsto prevent
out-of-home placement have been made.

(2) In determining the reasonable services to be offered or
provided, the child’'s health and safety shall be the paramount
concerns.

(3) Upon a determination pursuant to paragraph (1) of
subdivision (e) of Section 361.5 that reasonable services will be
offered to a parent who is incarcerated in a county jail or state
prison, detained by the United States Department of Homeland
Security, or deported to hisor her country of origin, the case plan
shall include information, to the extent possible, about a parent’s
incarceration in a county jail or the state prison, detention by the
United States Department of Homeland Security, or deportation
during the time that a minor child of that parent is involved in
dependency care.

(4) Reasonable services shall be offered or provided to make it
possible for a child to return to a safe home environment, unless,
pursuant to subdivisions (b) and (e) of Section 361.5, the court
determines that reunification services shall not be provided.

(5) If reasonable services are not ordered, or are terminated,
reasonable efforts shall be made to place the child in a timely
manner in accordance with the permanent plan and to complete
all steps necessary to finalize the permanent placement of the child.

(©) (1) If out-of-home placement is used to attain case plan
goals, the case plan shall include adescription of the type of home
or institution in which the child is to be placed, and the reasons
for that placement decision. The decision regarding choice of
placement shall be based upon selection of a safe setting that is
the least restrictive or most familylike and the most appropriate
setting that isavailable and in close proximity to the parent’shome,
proximity to the child’s school, and consistent with the selection
of the environment best suited to meet the child's special needs
and best interests. The selection shall consider, in order of priority,
placement with relatives, nonrelated extended family members,
tribal members, and foster family homes, certified homes of foster
family agencies, intensive trestment or multidimensional treatment
foster care homes, group care placements, such as group homes
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and community treatment facilities, and residential treatment
pursuant to Section 7950 of the Family Code.

(2) If agroup care placement is selected for a child, the case
plan shall indicate the needs of the child that necessitate this
placement, the plan for transitioning the child to aless restrictive
environment, and the projected timeline by which the child will
be transitioned to a less restrictive environment. This section of
the case plan shall be reviewed and updated at |east semiannually.

(3) On or after January 1, 2012, for a nonminor dependent, as
defined in subdivision (v) of Section 11400, who is receiving
AFDC-FC benefitsup to 21 years of age pursuant to Section 11403,
in addition to the above requirements, the selection of the
placement, including a supervised independent living placement,
as described in subdivision (w) of Section 11400, shall also be
based upon the devel opmental needs of young adults by providing
opportunities to have incremental responsibilities that prepare a
nonminor dependent to transition to independent living. If
admission to, or continuation in, agroup home placement isbeing
considered for a nonminor dependent, the group home placement
approval decision shall include a youth-driven, team-based case
planning process, as defined by the department, in consultation
with stakeholders. The case plan shall consider the full range of
placement options, and shall specify why admission to, or
continuation in, a group home placement is the best aternative
available at the time to meet the special needs or well-being of the
nonminor dependent, and how the placement will contributeto the
nonminor dependent’s transition to independent living. The case
plan shall specify the treatment strategies that will be used to
prepare the nonminor dependent for discharge to aless restrictive
and more familylike setting, including a target date for discharge
from the group home placement. The placement shall be reviewed
and updated on aregular, periodic basi sto ensure that continuation
in the group home remains in the best interests of the nonminor
dependent and that progressis being made in achieving case plan
goals leading to independent living. The group home placement
planning process shall begin as soon as it becomes clear to the
county welfare department or probation office that a foster child
in group home placement is likely to remain in group home
placement on his or her 18th birthday, in order to expedite the
transition to aless restrictive and more familylike setting if he or
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she becomes a nonminor dependent. The case planning process
shall include informing the youth of al of his or her options,
including, but not limited to, admission to or continuation in a
group home placement. Consideration for continuation of existing
group home placement for a nonminor dependent under 19 years
of age may include the need to stay in the same placement in order
to complete high school. After a nonminor dependent either
completeshigh school or attainshisor her 19th birthday, whichever
is earlier, continuation in or admission to a group home is
prohibited unless the nonminor dependent satisfies the conditions
of paragraph (5) of subdivision (b) of Section 11403, and group
home placement functions as a short-term transition to the
appropriate system of care. Treatment services provided by the
group home placement to the nonminor dependent to alleviate or
ameliorate the medical condition, as described in paragraph (5) of
subdivision (b) of Section 11403, shall not constitute the sole basis
to disgqualify a nonminor dependent from the group home
placement.

(4) In addition to the requirements of paragraphs (1) to (3),
inclusive, and taking into account other statutory considerations
regarding placement, the selection of the most appropriate home
that will meet the child’s special needs and best interests shall also
promote educational stability by taking into consideration
proximity to the child's school of origin, and school attendance
area, the number of school transfers the child has previously
experienced, and the child’'s school matriculation schedule, in
addition to other indicators of educational stability that the
Legidature hereby encourages the State Department of Social
Services and the State Department of Education to develop.

(d) A written case plan shall be completed within a maximum
of 60 days of the initial removal of the child or of the in-person
response required under subdivision (f) of Section 16501 if the
child has not been removed from his or her home, or by the date
of the dispositional hearing pursuant to Section 358, whichever
occurs first. The case plan shall be updated, as the service needs
of the child and family dictate. At a minimum, the case plan shall
be updated in conjunction with each status review hearing
conducted pursuant to Sections 364, 366, 366.3, and 366.31, and
the hearing conducted pursuant to Section 366.26, but no less
frequently than once every six months. Each updated case plan
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shall include adescription of the services that have been provided
to the child under the plan and an eval uation of the appropriateness
and effectiveness of those services.

(1) Itistheintent of the Legidaturethat extending the maximum
time available for preparing awritten case plan from 30 to 60 days
will afford caseworkers time to actively engage families, and to
solicit and integrate into the case plan the input of the child and
the child’'s family, as well as the input of relatives and other
interested parties.

(2) Theextension of the maximum time available for preparing
a written case plan from the 30 to 60 days shall be effective 90
daysafter the date that the department gives counties written notice
that necessary changes have been made to the Child Welfare
Services Case Management System to account for the 60-day
timeframe for preparing awritten case plan.

(e) Thechildwelfare services case plan shall be comprehensive
enough to meet the juvenile court dependency proceedings
requirements pursuant to Article 6 (commencing with Section 300)
of Chapter 2 of Part 1 of Division 2.

(f) The case plan shall be developed as follows:

(1) The case plan shall be based upon an assessment of the
circumstances that required child welfare services intervention.
The child shall beinvolved in devel oping the case plan as age and
developmentally appropriate.

(2) The case plan shall identify specific goals and the
appropriateness of the planned services in meeting those goals.

(3) Thecaseplanshall identify the original allegations of abuse
or neglect, as defined in Article 2.5 (commencing with Section
11164) of Chapter 2 of Title 1 of Part 4 of the Penal Code, or the
conditions cited asthe basis for declaring the child a dependent of
the court pursuant to Section 300, or all of these, and the other
precipitating incidents that led to child welfare services
intervention.

(4) The case plan shall include a description of the schedule of
the placement agency contacts with the child and the family or
other caretakers. The frequency of these contacts shall be in
accordance with regulations adopted by the State Department of
Social Services. If the child has been placed in foster care out of
state, the county social worker or probation officer, or a social
worker or probation officer on the staff of the agency in the state
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in which the child has been placed, shall visit the child in afoster
family home or the home of arelative, consistent with federal law
and in accordance with the department’s approved state plan. For
children in out-of-state group home facilities, visits shall be
conducted at least monthly, pursuant to Section 16516.5. At |east
once every six months, at the time of a regularly scheduled
placement agency contact with the foster child, the child’s social
worker or probation officer shall inform the child of his or her
rightsas afoster child, as specified in Section 16001.9. The social
worker or probation officer shall provide the information to the
child in amanner appropriate to the age or devel opmental level of
the child.

(5) (A) When out-of-home services are used, the frequency of
contact between the natural parentsor legal guardiansand the child
shall be specified in the case plan. Thefrequency of those contacts
shall reflect overal case goals, and consider other principles
outlined in this section.

(B) Information regarding any court-ordered visitation between
the child and the natural parents or legal guardians, and the terms
and conditions needed to facilitate the visits while protecting the
safety of the child, shall be provided to the child's out-of-home
caregiver as soon as possible after the court order is made.

(6) When out-of-home placement is made, the case plan shall
include provisionsfor the devel opment and maintenance of sibling
rel ationships as specified in subdivisions (b), (c), and (d) of Section
16002. If appropriate, when siblings who are dependents of the
juvenile court are not placed together, the social worker for each
child, if different, shall communicate with each of the other social
workers and ensure that the child’s siblings are informed of
significant life events that occur within their extended family.
Unlessit has been determined that it isinappropriatein aparticul ar
case to keep siblingsinformed of significant life events that occur
within the extended family, the social worker shall determine the
appropriate means and setting for disclosure of this information
to the child commensurate with the child’s age and emotional
well-being. These significant life events shall include, but shall
not be limited to, the following:

(A) The death of animmediate relative.

(B) Thebirth of asibling.
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(C) Significant changesregarding adependent child, unlessthe
child objects to the sharing of the information with his or her
siblings, including changesin placement, major medical or mental
health diagnoses, treatments, or hospitalizations, arrests, and
changes in the permanent plan.

(7) If out-of-home placement is made in afoster family home,
group home, or other child care institution that is either a
substantial distance from the home of the child’s parent or out of
state, the case plan shall specify the reasons why that placement
isinthe best interest of the child. When an out-of-state group home
placement is recommended or made, the case plan shal, in
addition, specify compliance with Section 7911.1 of the Family
Code.

(8) EftectiveJanuary-1-2016,a-A case plan shall ensure the
educational stability of the child while in foster care and shall
include-beth-ef the following:

(A) An assurance that the placement takes into account the
appropriateness of the current educational setting and the proximity
to the school in which the childisenrolled at the time of placement.

(B) An assurance that the placement agency has coordinated
with the person holding the right to make educational decisions
for the child and appropriate local educational agencies to ensure
that the child remains in the school in which the child is enrolled
at the time of placement or, if remaining in that school is not in
the best interests of the child, assurances by the placement agency
and the local educational agency to provide immediate and
appropriate enrollment in a new school and to provide all of the
child’s educational records to the new school.

(C) The school and school district of enrollment of the child
and a description of the child's educational progress, attendance,
and any other relevant educational information deemed necessary
by the social worker.

(9) (A) If out-of-home services are used, or if parental rights
have been terminated and the case plan is placement for adoption,
the case plan shall include a recommendation regarding the
appropriateness of unsupervised visitation between the child and
any of the child's siblings. This recommendation shall include a
statement regarding the child's and the siblings willingness to
participate in unsupervised visitation. If the case plan includes a
recommendation for unsupervised sibling visitation, the plan shall
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also note that information necessary to accomplish this visitation
has been provided to the child or to the child's siblings.

(B) Information regarding the schedule and frequency of the
visits between the child and siblings, aswell as any court-ordered
terms and conditions needed to facilitate the visits while protecting
the safety of the child, shall be provided to the child’s out-of-home
caregiver as soon as possible after the court order is made.

(10) If out-of-home services are used and the goa is
reunification, the case plan shall describe the services to be
provided to assist in reunification and the services to be provided
concurrently to achievelegal permanency if effortsto reunify fail.
The plan shall also consider in-state and out-of -state placements,
theimportance of developing and maintaining sibling relationships
pursuant to Section 16002, and the desire and willingness of the
caregiver to providelega permanency for the childif reunification
is unsuccessful.

(11) If out-of-home servicesare used, the child hasbeenin care
for at least 12 months, and the goal is not adoptive placement, the
case plan shall include documentation of the compelling reason
or reasons why termination of parental rightsis not in the child’s
best interest. A determination completed or updated within the
past 12 months by the department when it is acting as an adoption
agency or by alicensed adoption agency that it isunlikely that the
child will be adopted, or that one of the conditions described in
paragraph (1) of subdivision (c) of Section 366.26 applies, shall
be deemed a compelling reason.

(12) (A) Parentsand legal guardians shall have an opportunity
to review the case plan, and to sign it whenever possible, and then
shall receive acopy of the plan. Inavoluntary service or placement
agreement, the parents or legal guardians shall be required to
review and sign the case plan. Whenever possible, parents and
legal guardians shall participate in the development of the case
plan. Commencing January 1, 2012, for nonminor dependents, as
defined in subdivision (v) of Section 11400, who are receiving
AFDC-FC or Cd WORK s assistance up to 21 years of age pursuant
to Section 11403, the transitional independent living case plan, as
set forth in subdivision (y) of Section 11400, shall be devel oped
with, and signed by, the nonminor.

(B) Parents and legal guardians shall be advised that, pursuant
to Section 1228.1 of the Evidence Code, neither their signature on
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the child welfare services case plan nor their acceptance of any
services prescribed in the child welfare services case plan shall
constitute an admission of guilt or be used as evidence against the
parent or legal guardianin acourt of law. However, they shall also
be advised that the parent’s or guardian’s failure to cooperate,
except for good cause, in the provision of services specified in the
child welfare services case plan may be used in any hearing held
pursuant to Section 366.21, 366.22, or 366.25 as evidence.

(13) A child shall be given a meaningful opportunity to
participate in the development of the case plan and state his or her
preference for foster care placement. A child who is 12 years of
age or older and in a permanent placement shall also be given the
opportunity to review the case plan, sign the case plan, and receive
acopy of the case plan.

(14) Thecaseplanshall beincluded in the court report and shall
be considered by the court at the initial hearing and each review
hearing. Modifications to the case plan made during the period
between review hearings need not be approved by the court if the
casework supervisor for that case determinesthat the modifications
further the goals of the plan. If out-of-home services are used with
the goal of family reunification, the case plan shall consider and
describe the application of subdivision (b) of Section 11203.

(15) If the case plan has as its goal for the child a permanent
plan of adoption or placement in another permanent home, it shall
include astatement of the child’swishesregarding their permanent
placement plan and an assessment of those stated wishes. The
agency shall also include documentation of the steps the agency
is taking to find an adoptive family or other permanent living
arrangements for the child; to place the child with an adoptive
family, an appropriate and willing relative, alegal guardian, or in
another planned permanent living arrangement; and to finalize the
adoption or legal guardianship. At aminimum, the documentation
shall include child-specific recruitment efforts, such as the use of
state, regional, and national adoption exchanges, including
electronic exchange systems, when the child has been freed for
adoption. If the planisfor kinship guardianship, the case plan shall
document how the child meets the kinship guardianship eligibility
reguirements.

(16) (A) When appropriate, for achild who is 16 years of age
or older and, commencing January 1, 2012, for a nonminor
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dependent, the case plan shall include the transitional independent
living plan (TILP), a written description of the programs and
services that will help the child, consistent with the child’s best
interests, to prepare for the transition from foster care to
independent living, and, in addition, whether the youth has an
in-progress application pending for Title XVI Supplementa
Security Income benefits or for Special Immigrant Juvenile Status
or other applicable application for legal residency and an active
dependency caseisrequired for that application. When appropriate,
for anonminor dependent, the transitional independent living case
plan, asdescribed in subdivision (v) of Section 11400, shall include
the TILP, awritten description of the programs and services that
will help the nonminor dependent, consistent with his or her best
interests, to prepare for transition from foster care and assist the
youth in meeting the eligibility criteria set forth in paragraphs (1)
to (5), inclusive, of subdivision (b) Section 11403. If applicable,
the case plan shall describe theindividualized supervision provided
in the supervised independent living placement as defined in
subdivision (w) of Section 11400. The case plan shall be developed
with the child or nonminor dependent and individuas identified
asimportant to the child or nonminor dependent, and shall include
steps the agency is taking to ensure that the child or nonminor
dependent achieves permanence, including maintaining or
obtaining permanent connections to caring and committed adults.

(B) During the 90-day period prior to the participant attaining
18 years of age or older as the state may elect under Section
475(8)(B)(iii) of the federal Social Security Act (42 U.S.C. Sec.
675(8)(B)(iii)), whether during that period foster care maintenance
payments are being made on the child’s behalf or the child is
receiving benefits or services under Section 477 of the federal
Social Security Act (42 U.S.C. Sec. 677), a caseworker or other
appropriate agency staff or probation officer and other
representatives of the participant, as appropriate, shall provide the
youth or nonminor with assistance and support in developing the
written 90-day transition plan, that is personalized at the direction
of the child, information as detailed as the participant elects that
shall include, but not be limited to, options regarding housing,
health insurance, education, local opportunities for mentors and
continuing support services, and workforce supports and
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employment services, a power of attorney for health care, and
information regarding the advance health care directive form.

(C) For youth 16 years of age or older, the case plan shall
include documentation that aconsumer credit report was requested
annually from each of the three major credit reporting agencies at
no charge to the youth and that any results were provided to the
youth. For nonminor dependents, the case plan shal include
documentation that the county assisted the nonminor dependent
in obtaining his or her reports. The case plan shall include
documentation of barriers, if any, to obtaining the credit reports.
If the consumer credit report reveals any accounts, the case plan
shall detail how the county ensured the youth received assistance
with interpreting the credit report and resolving any inaccuracies,
including any referrals made for the assistance.

(g) If the court finds, after considering the case plan, that
unsupervised sibling visitation is appropriate and has been
consented to, the court shall order that the child or the child's
siblings, the child's current caregiver, and the child’s prospective
adoptive parents, if applicable, be provided with information
necessary to accomplish this visitation. This section does not
reguire or prohibit the social worker’s facilitation, transportation,
or supervision of visits between the child and his or her siblings.

(h) The case plan documentation on sibling placementsrequired
under this section shall not require modification of existing case
plan forms until the Child Welfare Services Case Management
System isimplemented on a statewide basis.

() When a child is 10 years of age or older and has been in
out-of-home placement for six months or longer, the case plan
shall include an identification of individuals, other than the child’'s
siblings, who are important to the child and actions necessary to
maintain the child's relationship with those individuals, provided
that those relationships are in the best interest of the child. The
social worker or probation officer shall ask every child whois 10
years of age or older and who has been in out-of-home placement
for six months or longer to identify individuals other than the
child's siblings who are important to the child, and may ask any
other child to provide that information, as appropriate. The social
worker or probation officer shall make efforts to identify other
individuals who are important to the child, consistent with the
child’s best interests.
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() The child’'s caregiver shal be provided a copy of a plan
outlining the child’s needs and services. The nonminor dependent’s
caregiver shall be provided with a copy of the nonminor’'s TILP.

(k) On or before June 30, 2008, the department, in consultation
with the County Welfare Directors Association of California and
other advocates, shall devel op acomprehensive plan to ensurethat
90 percent of foster children are visited by their caseworkerson a
monthly basis by October 1, 2011, and that the majority of the
visits occur in the residence of the child. The plan shall include
any data reporting requirements necessary to comply with the
provisions of the federal Child and Family Services Improvement
Act of 2006 (Public Law 109-288).

(1) The implementation and operation of the amendments to
subdivision (i) enacted at the 2005-06 Regular Session shall be
subject to appropriation through the budget process and by phase,
as provided in Section 366.35.

SEC. 13. Section 165014 is added to the Welfare and
Institutions Code, to read:

16501.4. (a) The Legidature finds and declares all of the
following:

(1) Children in foster care face unique challenges due to the
array of services and programs provided by numerous local
agencies. During their timein foster care, a child caninteract with
10 or more individuals representing different public agencies and
interests where each comes with their own programmatic services
requirements and legal protections concerning confidentiality for
children, families, and their caregivers.

(2) Acknowledging the complexity and the array of programs
and servicesthat deal with personal and confidential information
in order to provide effective services to children in foster care,
there is a great need to allow for fully informed decisions and
timely accessto information to meet the needs of children, families,
and their caregivers.

(3) Within the structure of federal, state, and local privacy and
confidentiality laws, it is important to improve the collaboration
among the systems that serve children, families, and caregivers,
including the child welfare, public education, public safety, and
judicial systems. State and local agencies should make every effort
to work within existing privacy and confidentiality laws to share
foster care information and data.
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(4) Through the exchange of information and data between
these systems there exists the potential to improve collaboration,
reduce redundancies, and increase administrative efficiencies to
enhance the delivery of services with the goal of improving
outcomes for children in foster care.

(5) Itisinthebestinterest of public policy that foster care case
level information and statewide data is shared across gover nment
jurisdictions to improve services and outcomes for foster youth,
to improve the development of research and data analysis, and,
to improve informed policy decisionmaking while ensuring
confidentiality and legal protections for children, families, and
caregivers.

(6) Sateand local agenciesthat provide for and serve children
in foster care are strongly encouraged to work collaboratively
together to enable the sharing of information and data of children
in foster care to improve the coordination of services for, and to
improve the outcomes of, children in foster care.

(7) Any efforts to pursue foster care information and data
sharing should include the involvement of current and former
foster youth to inform appropriate user roles and responsibilities
and to be sensitive and responsive to when and how information
and data should be shared.

(8) Sate and local agencies are encouraged to take advantage
of existing and devel oping technologies to establish interagency
information and data systemsto provide for improved information
and data sharing among agencies serving children in foster care,
their families, and caregivers. They are also encouraged to develop
and participatein information and data sharing training programs
to help ensure the operation, fidelity, and success of interagency
data systems related to children in foster care.

(b) To better enable and allow for the sharing of information
and data to improve outcomes for children in foster care, no later
than August 1, 2015, the Child Welfare Council, established
pursuant to Section 16540, shall develop the following:

(1)) A model data and information memorandum of
understanding in consultation with the Administrative Office of
the Courts, the State Department of Education, the Sate
Department of Health Care Services, the State Department of
Social Services, the Department of Justice's Privacy Enforcement
and Protection Unit, the state foster care ombudsperson, county
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welfare agencies, local educational agencies, foster youth and
educational advocacy organizations, including youth-based foster
youth organizations, and the public, that may be used by local
county health and human services agencies, probation agencies,
local educational agencies, and county courts to facilitate the
sharing of foster care information and data. The model
memorandum of understanding shall include, but not be limited
to, the following data and information sharing principles and
requirements:

(A) Individual level information shall only be shared if it benefits
the outcomes of the foster youth.

(B) Specifies how information and data ismaintained, disclosed,
sealed, and destroyed, especially after a youth has exited the child
welfare system.

(C) Prohibits information and data from being used to the
detriment of the child.

(D) Identifies necessary legal confidentiality and privacy
requirements, including whether consent is required in specific
circumstances.

(E) ldentifies necessary user roles and responsibilitiesrelating
to data and information access.

(F) Providesdistinctions between the sharing of individual case
level information and aggregate level data sharing.

(2) A foster care data and information sharing best practices
resource guide which shall include, but not be limited to, the
following:

(A) Areview of available foster care data and information that
state and local agencies collect that should be shared.

(B) An overview of confidentiality and privacy laws and
recommendations on what types foster care-related information
and data can and should be shared safely and securely.

(C) Recommendations on user-based roles and protocol
responsibilities.

(D) Common data definitions on information and data shared
among public agencies.

(E) Distinguish principles and protocols between the sharing
of aggregate level data and individual level personally identifiable
information.
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(F) How childreninfoster care can proactively participate, and
how their information and data is shared among individuals and
agencies responsible for providing them care.

(c) The Child Welfare Council may accept funds donated by
third-party nonprofit organizations and philanthropic foundations
to support the development of the model memorandum of
understanding described in paragraph (1) of, and the resource
guide described in paragraph (2) of, subdivision (b).

(d) The Superintendent of Public Instruction, the Secretary of
the Health and Human Services Agency, and the Administrative
Office of the Courts shall jointly issue a letter notifying local
educational agencies and county health and human services
agenciesof the model memorandum of under standing electronically
to all county health and human services agencies, local educational
agencies, and courts no later than September 1, 2015.

(e) No later than January 1, 2016, child welfare and probation
agencies, juvenile courts, and local educational agenciesin each
county shall enter into a memorandum of understanding for
purposes of enabling the sharing of foster care information and
data to better coordinate and collaborate the provision of child
welfare and educational services with the goal of improving the
outcomes of children in foster care.

SEC. 14. Section 16501.5 of the Welfare and I nstitutions Code
isamended to read:

16501.5. (@) In order to protect children and effectively
administer and evaluate California’s Child Welfare Services and
Foster Care programs, the department shall implement a single
statewide Child Welfare Services Case Management System no
later than July 1, 1993.

(b) It is the intent of the Legidature in developing and
implementing a statewide Child Welfare Services Case
Management System to minimize the administrative and systems
barrierswhich inhibit the effective provision of servicesto children
and families by applying current technology to the systemswhich
support the provision and management of child welfare services.
Therefore, it isthe intent of the Legidature that the Child Welfare
Services Case Management System achieve all of the following:

(1) Provide child welfare services workers with immediate
access to child and family specific information in order to make
appropriate and expeditious case decisions.
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(2) Provide child welfare services workers with the case
management information needed to effectively and efficiently
manage their caseloads and take appropriate and timely case
management—aetions. actions, which shall include, but not be
limited to, the following:

(A) The school and schooal district of enrollment.

(B) To theextent possible, the name and contact infor mation of
the school district of enrollment’s foster youth servicesliaison, as
established by Section 48853.5 of the Education Code, and the
foster youth educational services coordinator, as established by
Section 42921 of the Education Code.

(3) Provide state and county child welfare services management
with the information needed to monitor and evaluate the
accomplishment of child welfare services tasks and goals.

(4) Provideall child welfare services agencies with acommon
data base and definition of information from which to evaluate the
child welfare services programs in terms of the following:

(A) Effectivenessin meeting statutory and regulatory mandates,
goals, and objectives of the programs.

(B) Effectiveness in meeting the needs of the families and
children serviced by the program.

(C) Projecting and planning for the future needs of the families
and children served by the program.

(5 Meeting federal statistical reporting requirements with a
minimum of duplication of effort.

(6) Consolidate the collection and reporting of information for
those programswhich are closely related to child welfare services,
including foster care and emergency assistance.

(7) Utilize the child welfare services functionality defined in
current and planned automated systems as the foundation for the
development of the technical requirements for the Child Welfare
Services Case Management System.

(o) It is the intent of the Legidature that the Child Welfare
Services Case Management System shall provide the required
comprehensive and detailed individual county data needed by the
department to implement and monitor the performance standards
system.

SEC. 15. If the Commission on State Mandates deter minesthat
this act contains costs mandated by the state, reimbursement to
local agencies and school districts for those costs shall be made
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pursuant to Part 7 (commencing with Section 17500) of Division
4 of Title 2 of the Government Code.
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